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VALUE OF THE MUNTH KINDNESS

As we finish out the month of February,
we are excited to shine a spotlight on our
value of the month: kindness. At AGM,
kindness is a fundamental principle that
guides our interactions and shapes our
school culture and community. It is
reflected in the smiles exchanged in the
hallways, the supportive words shared in
the classroom, and the acts of generosity
that define who we are as a school.
Certain students went above and beyond
exhibiting kindness throughout the
month, and were awarded a Kindness
Award.

SERVICE [EIIns

To put words'into action, 5th & 6th grade were involved MARCH 4-7 BUUK FNH
With two service, projects to spread some kindness and )

give back to our community. They hosted a donation MARCH 10 AGM DUGKS NlGHT

drive for essential items and delivered them to two local

organizations. Stuc}erﬁs volunteered at jthe food bank of MARGH 21 UPEN HUUSE [MlNlMUM DAY]
the OC Rescue Mission and packed birthday boxes at MARGH 23'APR"_ 2: EASTER BREAK

Project Giving Light.
Our lower elementary students were introduced to the
value of the month with a story read by Principal Ani

Sarkissian. They learned that showing others kindness is USE THE READING MONTH CALENDAR TO KEEP
like filling a bucket - we should strive to fill each other’s UP WITH ALL THE FUN ACTIVITIES IN MARCH!

pbuckets with kindness because that will make those
around us happy and loved.

PAY IT FURWAR
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and presented
s and investigated
ion. To finish out the
ere able to visit Mission
apistrano where they saw first-
hand what life on a mission was in the late
18th century. Students also participated in
an adobe brick-making workshop, a
common practice of the time.

2ND GRADE
LANGUAGE ARTS

2nd grade students focused on
different forms of poetry as a form
of written language expression.
Some of the types of poetry they
practiced are 5 Senses Poems, Free
Verse, and Shape Poems.
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What Is 1?2

A five Senses Poem Wribten by
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rapped up
learned
different
weather.
also begun
science fair
the butterfly life
they are observing
into cocoons and
them become

urning
eventually will see
butterflies.
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1STGRADE UiLwiunniphiLutubp

Upwlybpwnubpp unpdbgwt Awjwlwu wmoubipnt L
unynpniphiuubpnt dwuhu wju noubipp
Swuopwgub|nt Audwp hpwwuwgnighup
gnpéuwlwu nwu: Cwibpp SEwnunwnwe  Yp
wmoubu 3hunwh Sunwunku 40 op bLwp L Yp
funpapnwut 40 opwlwu dwunilyp wnwbwphu

unthpnthip U Gutintiginy pwyha dkg Ypwly Yp
Junbu, np Yp punpbpnwiunk buwnnwdng |nju: UGup wy
fuwpnly  Jhttighup U nijun dp  pubiny,
wpwlbpunubpp gwwnlbght Ypwyh dpwika  wnkp
whwh Ywuquhp dbp Awying |Ggntht ni Awing
wwuwndnipbwau:

bTH GRADE LANGUAGE ART

5th graders have begun to use a new
writing program, NoRedInk, which is an
online platform that helps to build strong
writers and critical thinkers. Practice
exercises help students target and master
key writing and grammar skills, and quick
writes help the 5th graders build their
writing stamina and fluency.

6TH GRADE MATH

The o6th grade class has learned how to
convert decimals into percentages and
fractions. To apply this to their everyday lives,
they created pie charts that identify the
percentage of time they dedicate to each
daily activity
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Fwpbybunwuh wouh jwenpn opp Yp uluh ULS Mwhpp:
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. Wiwnhap, np hp 7 thinnipubpng Yp funphpnwitiol Mwhph
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CLICK HERE TO WATCH

g gt  THE VARTANANTS DAY
| PERFORMANCES

Every year, we invite our loved ones to have
breakfast and lunch with us on Valentine's
Day! A beautiful AGM tradition we look
forward to continuing in the years to comel!
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KAHAM BASKETBALL GAMES

Basketball season is here!l AGM competed in the 2024
Homenetmen KAHAM Basketball games that took
place at Ferrahian Armenian School with three strong
teams! Every week our players showed up to practice,
strengthened their skills, and built upon their
teamwork mindset. We are so proud of their hard work
and determination. Of course, none of this would be
possible without the endless dedication from our one-
of-a-kind volunteer coaches, and our amazing parents
who make the trip all the way out to the games!

Coin Wars, a school-wide fundraiser
organized by the PSC, was an
innovative and fun way to raise
money for our school! Each class was
tasked with collecting spare change
to earn points for their class. The class
with the most amount of points
would win a prize. But here's the
catch: if a class had dollar bills or
checks placed in their class box, it
would be counted as negative points.
For an entire week, students were
seen placing coins in their boxes, and
plenty of dollar bills in other classes,
building up to a full-on Coin War! In
the end, Kindergarten took home the
first-place trophy. Collectively, we
were able to raise $3,937.52!

Go ACM Eagles! Go PSC!
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

Teaching staff took some time to elevate their teaching
practices to new levels. Elementary teaching staff
participated in a series of trainings that included topics
such as tailored differentiation strategies,
psychologically safe schools, best practices in utilizing
benchmark testing scores, and progress monitoring.
Armenian teachers and preschool staff participated in
a professional development focused on Armenian
language integration. Preschool staff were also trained
in new Armenian language curriculum that willglbe
implemented at the preschool level.

BOOK TALK EVENT

WITH AUTHOR DR. KATIA TAVITIAN KARAGEUZIAN

Several community organizations partnered to organize a book talk event
featuring Dr. Katia Tavitian Karageuzian, author of Forbidden Homeland, Story
of a Diasporan. Using personal accounts of diaspora, the author delves into her
cultural past to start solving mysteries about her family history with a focus on
the Armenian Genocide and the ongoing Karabakh conflict. “This is the story of
all of us." Keeping memories alive is very important for the identity preservation
of a people in exile. As Armenians, we should never let go of our truths to
appease others. A nation that does not uphold its history jeopardizes its very
existence,” shared Dr. Karageuzian.

Our very own principal, Ani Sarkissian, offered opening remarks and welcomed
the attendees. Hamazakayin OC “Siamanto” Chapter representative, and
former AGM principal, Kohar Zaher thanked all the community organizations
for their collective efforts in bringing this event to fruition: Forty Martyrs
Armenian Apostolic Church, ARF “Armen Karo” Gomideh, A.G. Minassian
Armenian School, Hamazkayin “Siamanto” Chapter, and ARS “Sevan” Chapter.

Forbidden Homeland, Story of a Diasporan is available for purchase online and
in select Barnes & Noble bookstores. To learn more, you can read the full article
posted on Asbarez.com.
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SPOTLIGHT ‘

WHAT INSPIRED YOU TO BECOME AN
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TEACHER?

My second-grade teacher, Miss Webber,
inspired me to become a teacher. She was
a beautiful young lady who was kind and

respectful. She had pets in her classroom, - H{J|jf D0 YOU FOSTER A LOVE OF READING AND LIFELNG

W ble to take home when it

olants we had to  LEARNING AMONG YOUR STUDENTS?

teddy bear we Fostering a love for reading has become a difficult task in

n our best  this digital era. | do my best by selecting novel studies that
have rich themes, relatable characters, and engaging story
lines. Throughout the story, | incorporate various activities
and discussions to deepen students' understanding. Not to
mention, we get to watch the movie after finishing each
novell Who wouldn't love that?

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE ARE THE KEY
COMPONENTS OF A WELL-ROUNDED
ELEMENTARY EDUCATION?

Core academic subjects, a strong literacy
program, opportunities for problem
solving, visual and performing arts,
community service, outside classrooms,
a strong physical education program, a
great librarian, homemade lunches,
space for play, religion, traditions, small
class sizes, and highly educated

HUW DU YUU DIFFERENTIATE 7 r < \- — teachers. So basically..AGM!

INSTRUCTION TO MEET THE 7
CAN YOU DESCRIBE A MEMORABLE
DIVERSE NEEDS OF STUDENTS  1encHING MOMENT? :

IN YDUR GLASSRUUM? Perhaps it's each year during "Open

| offer varied instructional House" when children bring their
strategies to meet the families to come view the place they W,
needs of my 3rd graders. | speno! their days. learning, growing, ;
. . laughing, and making memories. They
employ a variety of teaching give thei _ tour of the
methods including visual, -
auditory, Kkinesthetic, and
tactile approaches. Children
love to do projects, sg
always try to add as
as |l cantoeach unitl

the class. The
best part about it...it works!
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PRESCHOOL SUMMER CAMP

KINDER JUMPSTART
CAMP ARDZIV

'Y+ -2 DEADLINE TO REGISTER IS

EEEEEEEEEEE

IR APRIL 3RD TO MAY 15TH.

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

REGISTRATION FOR THE 2024-2025
SCHOOL YEAR IS NOW OPEN!



